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been noticed. But the man who earned the title of "the first
modern man " was Petrarch (1304-1374). He it was who
first broke completely with the mediaeval, who devoted him
self to the study of the classics and to a reproduction of the
classical spirit in literature, joth in the vernacular and in
classical Latin, with such a passion as soon to carry with him
a great following of the leading minds of Italy. Pen arch
was the first to choose Cicero as a master. He looked upon
Cicero and his compeers as living personages. Much of
Petrarch's epistolary work, the earliest embodiment of the
new spirit, was imaginary correspondence with these ancient
authors. So vitally did he seek to enter into their spirit that
reciprocally their spirit in time became that of the Renais-
sance. Petrarch himself said that he stood between two
ages, being the first to look back to the age of Augustine
"and realize all that had been lost, and the first to point out
the way for its recovery.
During the later mediaeval centuries a knowledge of the
Latin classics was not an unknown thing, for the manuscript
copies of many of these were in existence, and Vergil \ t
least was quite well known. But there was little apprecia-
tion for their beauty as literature, little sympathy with the
interests of the classical times, and little toleration of the
study of these classics to the detriment of the study of
dialectic based upon Aristotle, the study of the Sentences
of Peter the Lombard, and of the patristic and scholastic
literature in general. Against the dominant educational
ideas of the times, against scholasticism and Aristotelianism,
Petrarch strove with all his might. With his genius for
leadership and his power of stimulating enthusiasm, he cre-
ated a general interest in the classics in direct opposition to
the ordinarily accepted interests of students, of institutions
of learning, of the Church and of Churchmen, Petrarch was
;iot alone in this; his significance here is merely as a repre-
sentative of a movement. But he holds a place in the history